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and then crossed the Pacific to bestow its blessings upon the
west coast of America, provided the south-east of the country
with an even climate. But north of Yokohama, where the trend
of the islands is due north, the cold Kuvile Current washes the
eastern shore. Fogs arc frequent off the coasts of Honshu and
Hokkaido where the two currents meet, and harbours arc frozen
in winter. The moderating effect of the winds, which arc south?
east only in summer and north-westerly in winter, is confined to
the summer months, and to the south coasts, for the winter winds
from the continent are cold. But even so Japan is much better off
than continental China.
Everything, so it seemed, was in favour of a normal and
rational development of those blessed islands when a certain
Mcndes Pinto, a Portuguese navigator who had lost his bearings,
appeared upon the scene and upset the entire future course of
Japanese history. For the Portuguese not only visited distant
countries to trade with them, but also to bring them the en-
lightened blessings of their own religious system.
At first, unless all chronicles have agreed to lie upon this one
point, the Christian missionaries, whose headquarters were in
Goa, in India, and in Macao, near Canton in China, were re-
ceived with great courtesy and were given every opportunity to
explain the advantages of their own creed over that which for
so long had ruled supreme among the Japanese. They preached
their gospel and they made many converts. Then other mis-
sionaries, belonging to a different religious order, arrived from
the adjacent Philippine Islands, which belonged to Spain. They
too were welcomed, but the Shogun began to feel uneasy about
their presence when he discovered (what native prince has ever
failed to make that discovery sooner or later?) that these holy
men were invariably accompanied by less holy men, clad in
armour and carrying strange iron rods that would send heavy
leaden bullets through as many as three common Japanese soldiers
at the same time.
It is only during the last fifty years that we have begun to under-
stand the Japanese point of view about the very painful incidents
which thereupon happened. These incidents have given the